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gADOW AS A PALPABLE MONSTER IN
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unbiased at least he was when he arrived on his mission,
Having never set eyes on this land he was called to partition
getween two peoples fanatically at odds,

with their different diets and incompatible gods.

Time,’ they had briefed him in London, ‘is short. It's too late
For mutual reconciliation or rational debate:

The only solution now lies in separation.

He got down to work, to the task of settling the fate
Of millions. The maps at his disposal were out of date
And the Census Returns almost certainly incorrect,
But there was no time to check them, no time to inspect
Contested areas. The weather was frightfully hot,
And a bout of dysentery kept him constantly on the trot,
_:":(::ﬁ?ven weeks it was done, the frontiers decided,
ent for better or worse divided.

: :::: day he sailed for England, where he quickly forgot

N - 3 a good lawyer must. Return he would not,

id,
189) 3 he told his Club, that he might get shot. (Auden
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th a worthy satire and his painstaking effort of that
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While relentlessly interrogating and challenging the established facets of
human understanding of the historical, societal, political, geographical,
cultural, psychological and, of course, climatic realities of today’s world,
and powerfully denying the hegemonic Eurocentric historiography,
Amitav Ghosh makes us almost forcibly run into some of the most
disturbing issues which, as far as human consciousness is concerned,
stand as exigent demand for social and human justice. As recorded in
Ghosh’s fictional and non-fictional oeuvre, how the highly unstable and
rapidly evolving relationship between'human beings and the human
societies works and how this relatiopship is conditioned by various volatile
value-systems across time and space in human civilisation and how all
through the civilisational journey human beings have learnt to ignore and
even unrecognise some of the mostuncomfortable truths, strongly ask for
fresh critical attention and incisive inquiry. It'is hoped and believed too
that this anthology, with its deeply penetrative and strikingly diverse range
of 45 provocative papers containing some of the most pressing issues that
Ghosh tirelessly warns us of, shall do justice somewhat towards these
urgent needs.
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